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ABC-CLIO, United States, 1999. Hardback. Condition: New. New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A high-profile
murder can function as a mirror of an era, and attorney and crime researcher Virginia McConnell provides a fascinating view of Connecticut in
Victorian times, as glimpsed through the unrelated, but disturbingly similar murders of two young women near New Haven in the late 1800s. The
colorful characters involved in the commission, investigation, and prosecution of these crimes emerge as real, vibrant individuals, and their stories,
compelling in themselves, reveal much about Victorian sex and marriage, drugs from arsenic to aphrodisiacs, early forensic medicine, and 19th-
century courtroom procedures. Both victims in these sensational killings were young women from the New Haven area. The first, Mary Stannard,
was a 22-year-old, unmarried mother who worked as a domestic and believed herself to be pregnant for a second time. The man accused of her
murder, Reverend Herbert Hayden, was a married lay minister whose seduction of Mary was fairly common knowledge. Upon hearing from Mary of
her pregnancy, he assured her he would obtain some quick medicine for an abortion and they agreed to meet in the woods. Mary s body was found
clubbed and poisoned, her throat slit; chemical tests revealed she had been given 90 grains of arsenic. Hayden s wife perjured herself on the witness
stand to protect him (subsequently becoming a darling of the press) and despite convincing forensic testimony from Yale professors, the minister
ultimately went free. Three years later, another woman of relatively low social stature was found floating face-down in Long Island Sound oJ West
Haven. This strikingly pretty 20-year-old daughter of a cigar-maker came to be known as The Belle of New Haven, and though she had been seen
frequently in the company of young...
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