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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Cuba remains a one-party authoritarian state with a poor record on human rights. Current President Raul Castro succeeded his long-ruling
brother Fidel Castro in 2006, and the succession was characterized by a remarkable degree of stability. Raul began his second and final five-year
term as president in 2013, which is scheduled to end in February 2018, when he would be 86 years of age. Most observers see First Vice President
Miguel Diaz-Canel as the heir apparent as president, although Raul likely will continue in his position as first secretary of Cuba s Communist Party
(PCC). Under Raul, Cuba has implemented gradual market-oriented economic policy changes over the past decade, but critics maintain that the
government has not taken enough action to foster sustainable economic growth. Few observers expect the government to ease its tight control over
the political system, especially as the country approaches its political succession in 2018. Although the government has released numerous political
prisoners in recent years, it still holds an estimated 75-95 political prisoners. Moreover, short-term detentions and harassment against democracy
and human rights activists have increased over the past several years. U.S. Policy Congress has played an active role in shaping policy toward Cuba,
including the enactment of legislation strengthening and at times easing various U.S. economic sanctions. Since the early 1960s, when the United
States first imposed a trade embargo on Cuba, the centerpiece of U.S. policy has consisted of economic sanctions aimed at isolating the Cuban
government. In December 2014, however, the Obama Administration initiated a major Cuba policy shiI, moving away from sanctions toward a
policy of engagement and a normalization of relations. The policy change included the restoration of diplomatic relations (July 2015),...
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