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***** War, peace, and justice are the eternal threads of human history - each thread with distinct symbols, colors, and appeals, each thread with its
defining events, forces, heroes, and villains. We speak of these threads too often as abstractions! They are not! They are tangible threads - strands of
substance - filling place, proportion, and consequence across time. The threads are inextricably linked, yet their connections are often not
acknowledged. Together, they constitute an unfinished tapestry of the human condition, each thread simultaneously a cause, consequence, and
challenge. Today, leaders speak of endless wars. Wars continuing for centuries! Each generation of humanity struggles to escape the ravages of war
only to find all lessons learned, all vows and promises made, and all treaties signed by human hand are fading before emerging contexts,
consequences, and challenges - new foes, new fears, new concerns, new weapons of unimagined costs . . . and force. Appeals are made to national
security. Clarion calls are sounded: protection of sacred lands, fellow citizens, founding ideologies. The Motherland - Fatherland - Homeland - Whose
Land - My Land! With each, the tapestry is stretched and torn again upon an aching and bending loom. There are no victors in war! No triumphs!
Only survivors - body and mind scarred with fear, horror, and sorrow. Only endless inscribed granite markers and monuments, remembrances of
unlived lives. Few rise to speak for peace and justice . . . companion threads with war in the unfinished tapestry. There are those, past and present,
who speak for peace and justice, aware of the power residing in their recognition and use as arbiters of our choices. We acknowledge their...
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