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***x* Excerpt from Education in France in 1916-1918 What in the higher elementary schools or in the technical schools shall be the relations between
general education and vocational training? In secondary education what shall be the relations between classical culture and preparation for
modern life, and in higher education between pure and applied science? Is not the problem the same everywhere? The answer to this statement is
that the principle of balance, the principle upon which the Republic is founded, will offer a solution here too. A balance between science and letters,
between authority and liberty, between discipline and initiative; a balance attained with wisdom and moderation, with tolerance and humanity, with
finesse and good sense; a balance so conforming to the liberal ideas maintained by the defenders of civilization that it will suffice for us to establish
it in instruction so that it may become adapted to the demands of modern society and definitely serve the interests of the country. While one
tendency is represented by those who desire to retain the present organization provided it is reformed to a considerable degree, there is a still more
marked tendency, as is indicated below, to demand a thorough reorganization of the educational system. According to this view, represented by a
number of teachers grouped together as Les Compagnons and attracting considerable attention in the country, the problem is no longer merely
one of pedagogy or of internal reform. This is a moment when the whole country feels too strongly the need of a general reconstruction, of reform
in administration, politics, economics, industry, etc., for one to confine oneself strictly to the field of pedagogy. The authors accordingly advocate...
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