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who have criticised Richard Wagner s dramas have for the most part made the mistake of measuring them, because they treated of ancient
German or mediaeval legendary materials, according to the standard of already existing Teutonic poems based on materials of the same kind. For
Tristan, the epic of Godfrey of Strassburg aCorded the standard; for The Ring of the Nibelungen, the Nibelungenlied. Those who had perceived that
Wagner s Nibelung -poem has but little in common with the Nibelungenlied, brought forward instead of the latter the Edda-songs, and treated the
new drama as a dramatization of those ancient Skaldic poems; which brought upon our poet the reproach of having forsaken German soil to
gather his materials in the foreign soil of Iceland. All this is erroneous and very foolish. Wagner s materials, to indicate them thus briefly, are far
more ancient than the Skaldic settings of ancient dogmatic and legendary memory in the Northern country, which have been handed down to us
only confused and dismembered; to say nothing of the epical compilations by the knightly and commoner singers of the 13th century in Germany.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We...
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