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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
Preliminary Reports of the City Planning Commission of the City of Milwaukee: November, 1911 City planning on a broad, comprehensive and
scientific basis is a comparatively new art in America. Up to recent years this great country had been too busy developing its wonderful resources
and accumulating vast wealth to give heed to the very important subject of beautifying its cities and making them better places in which to live. The
idea that mere beauty might have more than an aesthetic value did not occur to the busy American until within the last decade. To him a city was
simply a city, beautiful or ill-conditioned as chance had made it, and to be taken as it was without question. It never occurred to him that by a better
arrangement of its streets and boulevards could business be expedited, or that by providing ample breathing space the health and energy of its
citizens could be enhanced. It is true he appreciated the beautiful when he saw it and was quick to take advantage of that which was convenient
when it was at hand, but he was, apparently, blind to the fact that it would pay in dollars and cents as well as in added usefulness to create beauty
and convenience where it did not exist. All this was better understood in Europe. There the long centuries of the past had completed the commercial
development of the natural resources to a far greater extent and the question was no longer how to get the most out of new countries but how to
still further develop old countries. The problems of congestion, with their attendant evils, pressed the European cities as they...
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