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***xx Excerpt from Rhymes of a Rustic A Toast to New England (Suggested by a Sicilian Earthquake.) New England with thy rugged coast, Thy
granite hills of gray, Oh, let me offer you this toast, On this mid-winter s day! Altho the blasts are bleak and bold That beat about thy face, Altho the
fogs are chill and cold Which thy rude form embrace, Altho thy summer days are hot, Thy wintry seasons drear, We re very glad twas our sweet lot
To have been born right here! For, here, no earthquake shakes the ground On which our homesteads stand; For, here, no tidal billows bound Like
demons o er the land; But, safe on mountain, lake or stream, Or ocean-girded bay, We lie secure to sleep and dream From dusk to dawn of day: God
bless thee, then, New England old, Enwrapped in snowflakes white! Thy stormy skies, thy breezes bold Will vanish, soon, from sight, When Spring,
with windflowers in her hand, Upon thy hills shall tread, Close followed by a beauteous band, To wake thee from the dead! And, then, for three short
months, at most, New England, none shall know That, e er, the wild winds lashed thy coast Or buried thee in snow, For, streams shall sing and rills
shall dance Thy smiling slopes adown, And sunbeams soft shall loving glance On leaves which once were brown! So, tho thy smile is short, it thrills
Thy people, grown most wise, Who choose thy safe, tho rocky hills, To those neath fairer skies! The Wood Anemone Hard by a softly murm ring
stream, Neath bending willows bare, Mong tangled boughs of budding shrubs ...
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