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***x* Excerpt from State Normal Magazine, 1899, Vol. 3 As the piano responds to the touch of a master as if it were but the extension of his own
organs of expression, so man responds to this silent voice of whatever is about him, not by any conscious effort, but by spontaneous and even
unconscious fealty. The piano gives out any kind of music, harmonious and sweet, or discordant; sad, bright or majestic according to the skill and
taste of the master, so the music in the man s soul depends upon the character of the forces acting upon him. The Greek is but a photograph of his
country - his spirit of freedom and independence, the voice of the mountains - his art and literature, a reflection of his own bright skies and beautiful
scenery. Everywhere the sensitive spirit of man is affected by whatever passes before it. In the home the life of the child is continually being
influenced by its surroundings. Place him in a home with happy, industrious parents surrounded with birds, flowers, and music, and he will he
happy - will look on the beautiful side of life. Place him in a home with idle, discontented parents surrounded with only the material things of life,
and ten to one he will be lazy, discontented, and blind to the beauties of nature. So lasting will these impressions be that they will color the whole
disposition. Later in life place these same two people in the same house, looking out of the same window, upon the same things, and they will see
things very differently - one will be made unhappy and wretched, while the...
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