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Government had expressed so little satisfaction at the capture of Gibraltar, Spain was fully alive to the importance of the place, and had no sooner
lost it than she attempted its recovery. The more certainly to attain her object, she abandoned her operations on the frontiers of Portugal, and,
withdrawing the troops, directed the whole energy of her resources against Gibraltar. The expedition was composed of 12, 000 men, 9000 Spaniards
and 3000 French, the whole under the command of the Marquis de Villadarias, a brave and able soldier. A French squadron, consisting of 12 shipsof-
the-line, and seven frigates, under Commodore Points, also co-operated. The divisions of the Spanish army were commanded by the most
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the hands of the English some additions had been made to the defences. Several bastions had been constructed, and the Land Port gate defended
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