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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: . . . The Hayes-Conkling Controversy 1877-1879 CHAPTER | The Origin Oe The Controversy
The origin of the dislike, which approached hatred, of Roscoe Conkling, senator from New York, for Rutherford B. Hayes, president of the United
States, may be traced to the National Republican Party Convention at Cincinnati, Ohio, June 14, 1876. Roscoe Conkling or James G. Blaine was the
most natural choice as party nominee for the presidency. There were, however, five other candidates: --Marshall Jewell, of Connecticut; Oliver P.
Morton, of Indiana; Benjamin H. Bristow, of Kentucky; Rutherford B. Hayes, of Ohio, and John F. Hantraft, of Pennsylvania. Each of the seven
aspirants was supported by an energetic group of friends. In the weeks preceding the convention the rivalry grew steadily stronger and with this
growth developed greater hostility between the opposing groups. When the delegates finally came to make the nomination, Hayes gained votes
throughout the first six ballots, and at the end of the seventh and last, the vote stood: Hayes 384, Blaine 351, Bristow 21, Conklings supporters having
gone to Hayes in order to defeat Blaine. The delegates had centered on Hayes largely because the most that could be said of him, was that he was
negatively honest. 1 To all the groups who realized that their favorites could not secure the nomination, he seemed the best peace offering
obtainable; for there were many irreconcilable rivalries among the other candidates. It is not strange that Senator Conkling was chagrined at his
loss...
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