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on Demand *****.Wednesday s Women This study explores the reasons why so few women writers in Aotearoa New Zealand were seen as prominent
figures in the literary scene from the end of World War Two up to the time when the feminist movement gained momentum, in the late 1960s and
early 1970s. Using feminist methodology, I examine whether women writers were deliberately under-represented and their work trivialised by the
male writers, critics and publishers of the time. What were the factors accounting for this under-representation? I also discuss to what extent there
were successes and achievements, either literary or commercial, for the women writers of the time despite their real and/or perceived exclusion
from the canon. Literary writers by definition create public documents, including manuscripts, working papers, and letters. The existence of such
records means that perhaps more so than for many groups, we have evidence regarding attitudes, intentions, motives and responses to situations
of the individual women writers of this period with which to answer these questions. The Georgians vs Modernists debate is examined. The starting
date of 1945 for this thesis is significant for it was in that year that Allen Curnow s anthology A Book of New Zealand Verse was published. One of the
striking things about the collection is that only two of the sixteen poets represented are women: Ursula Bethell and Robin Hyde. He did invite and
encourage Eileen Duggan to contribute but she declined. Curnow s book went into a second edition in 1951 with twenty three poets, three of whom
were women, Ruth Dallas being the third. In 1953 a book titled POEMS: Anthology of New Zealand Women Writers...
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