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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Report of a Joint
Committee: Representing the National Educational Association, the American Philological Association, and the Modern Language Association of
America, on the Subject of a Phonetic English Alphabet But of course precision is a relative term. According to the purpose in view time may be
measured precisely enough by years, by hours, or by fractions of a second. So in respect to the graphic representation of speech-sounds, the degree
of precision to be de sired will depend on the use that is to be made of the proposed notation. The humble needs Of the newspaper-reader, and aCer
a fashion those of the dialect-poet, are fairly well met by the alphabet as it stands; but the maker or user of a dictionary needs a finer instrument,
and the author of a treatise on phonetics a still finer one. If we take into account all the little variations due to national speech-habit, dialectic
tendency, personal idiosyncrasy, degree of stress, proximity of other sounds, etc., we Shall see that the num ber of sounds producible by the vocal
organs is beyond computa tion. And even within the limits of a single language, to say that just so many sounds occur and no more, is somewhat
like saying that there are just so many stones in the garden, or just so many colors in the landscape. The expert phonetician, with ear trained by
long and close observation, easily distinguishes shades and varieties that most persons can not perceive at all. And for these he must have a
notation when he writes for experts like himself. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
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