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***x* Large-scale consumption of tobacco has been a significant lifestyle factor in America for centuries . Prior to the beginning of the 20th century,
tobacco was consumed in the form of spitting tobacco (chewing tobacco and snuff), smoked as cigars, or loose tobacco smoked in pipes or in
hand-rolled cigarettes. Consumption of machine-made cigarettes was almost nonexistent, and spitting tobacco was the dominate form of use,
accounting for nearly 60 percent of all tobacco consumed on a per capita basis. Consumption of machine-manufactured cigarettes increased
dramatically following World War I; by 1935, more tobacco was being consumed in the form of cigarettes than all other products combined. As the
popularity of cigarettes continued to increase, consumption of noncigarette tobacco products, especially smokeless tobacco, declined. Per capita
cigarette tobacco consumption peaked in the early 1950 s (as did total per capita tobacco consumption), probably in response both to the first
scientific studies linking cigarette smoking to lung cancer and to the introduction and aggressive promotion of filter cigarettes by the cigarette
industry in response to these early scientific findings. Filter cigarettes, which had previously accounted for less than 1 percent of all cigarettes
consumed in the United States in 1950, had captured 50 percent of the market by the end of the decade, and today account for over 90 percent of all
cigarette sales. In comparison to their nonfilter counterparts, filter cigarettes generally contain less tobacco. For decades following the introduction
of the mass-produced and mass marketed cigarettes, consumption and prevalence of smokeless tobacco had been on the decline. However, the
latter part of the 1970 s and the early part of the 1980 s, saw major increases in ST...
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