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wildfires provided these species with the per-fect opportunity to spread throughout the park. Invasive weeds can alter an area by, among other
things, disrupting the natural food web, promoting soil erosion, and interfering with natural plant succession. Rapid deforestation promptly
followed by non-native weed infestation can quickly convert rare native forests into an impaired landscape. These impacts have also aFected such
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may not fully recover if the extreme heat and dry conditions become the new nor-mal. THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE AT COLORADO NATIONAL
MONUMENT AND GREAT SAND DUNES NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE At Colorado National Monument, a National Weather Service station has
been collecting climate information since 1942. Records indicate a 3 to 5 degree Fahr-enheit rise in temperature during that time. The long-term
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extensive inventory and monitoring work feeds into the NPS Inventory and Monitoring Network databases. Great Sand Dunes...
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