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**xxxx Excerpt from Physical Anthropology: Its Scope and Aims; Its History and Present Status in the United States The publication in a book form of
the articles that follow and which originally appeared in the American Journal of Physical Anthropology, is to provide the student of anthropology
in this country, in a handy form, with something that will assist him in laying the needed foundations for his chosen work, and in becoming
acquainted with American anthropological bibliography. Organized progress in any branch of science is possible only when the field of that branch
becomes well defined. But a definition to be of value must in a large measure be based on experience, and that not on individual but on the
collective experience of the workers in that line. The history of a given branch of science thus becomes one of the essentials to the proper
comprehension of the scope, objects and demarcations of that branch. These are the reasons for the association of the chapters on The Scope and
Aims of Physical Anthropology with those on its History. The history here dealt with applies essentially to the United States and Canada. To extend it
to Anthropology in all parts of the American continent and eventually all parts of the world where more or less development of the science has been
realized, would be a most desirable task, but it is a task that can only be carried out through cooperation. Abroad something has already been done
in this direction, particularly in France, the mother-country of physical anthropology (e.g., by Paul Topinard in his Elem. d Anthrop. gen.); but no
systematic effort extending to all civilized countries has as...
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