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*****.The tra>icking of individuals within U.S borders is commonly referred to as domestic human tra>icking, and it occurs in every state of the
nation. One form of domestic human tra>icking is sex tra>icking. Research indicates that most victims of sex tra>icking into and within the United
States are women and children, and the victims include U.S. citizens and noncitizens alike. Recently, Congress has focused attention on domestic sex
tra>icking, including the prostitution of children, which is the focus of this report. Federal law does not define sex tra>icking per se. However, the
term severe forms of tra>icking in persons, as defined in the Victims of Tra>icking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA, P.L. 106-386)
encompasses sex tra>icking. Severe forms of tra>icking in persons refers, in part, to [s]ex tra>icking in which a commercial sex act is induced by
force, fraud, or coercion, or generally agree that the tra>icking term applies to minors whether the child s actions were forced or appear to be
voluntary. The exact number of child victims of sex tra>icking in the United States is unknown because comprehensive research and scientific data
are lacking. Sex tra>icking of children appears to be fueled by a variety of environmental and situational variables ranging from poverty or the use
of prostitution by runaway and thrown-away children to provide for their subsistence needs to the recruitment of children by organized crime units
for prostitution. The TVPA has been the primary vehicle authorizing services to victims of tra>icking. Several agencies have programs or administer
grants to other entities to provide specific services to tra>icking victims. Despite language that authorizes services for citizen, lawful permanent
resident, and noncitizen victims, appropriations...
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