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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1910 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIIl THE DUEL There need be no speculation as to
the cause of the duel. What has been said in previous chapters shows the forces that were at work for a very long time, but in a more pronounced
way for at least two years before the event. Even if he had not wished to do so, Hamilton was unwillingly obliged, in the practice of his profession, to
expose Burr s corrupt practices and the manner in which he swindled his clients; he had no choice. In political antagonism the worst offence was
given, for Hamilton s attacks had been unremitting and bitter, and though undertaken because he believed the welfare of the nation demanded the
defeat of Burr, he could expect no other ending than that which followed. While the correspondence directly connected with the sending of the
challenge seemed forced and disingenuous upon Burr s part, and the issue was directly precipitated by the latter, he was undoubtedly goaded on by
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