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***x* Excerpt from Chicago and the Constitution: Report to the Civic Federation The report deals with the question of amendment or convention. It
schedules some changes in the constitution suggested heretofore by various bodies. and outlines some new ones for the purpose of finding the
widest possible scope of present demands for constitutional changes. It then concludes that these (all of which it does not commit itself to
recommend), and even many more, are not enough to impel the calling of a convention, a step which it condemns as unnatural to a going state.
The tolerance toward such bodies, prevalent in most of the American states, it attributes to a habit acquired in their formative periods. It finds the
proper function of a convention to be a creative or constructive one. and that unless a state has become so diseased as to need practical re-
creation. there is no other use for it. It takes the position that all needed Chicago or local reforms can be had under one amendment, and submits
the form of the Chicago amendment last offered in the assembly simply for the purposes of testing this question, and affirms that if adopted it
would be valid. It affirms, secondly, that such an amendment could validly be placed as a separate ail d additional article to the constitution: and.
thirdly, that it could he added thereto as a separate section. It names seven lawyers of Chicago to whom the report. and the arguments appended,
have been submitted, and states that their conclusions, whether confirmative or negative upon the three propositions aUve. will he given out when
received. In ease the views of these lawyers be seriously...
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