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Audible Studios on Brilliance, 2016. CD-Audio. Condition: New. Unabridged. Language: English . Brand New. Col. Mark James Alexander was the only
airborne oGicer to lead three diGerent battalions into combat in World War II, successively commanding the 2nd and 1st Battalions, 505 Parachute
Infantry Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion, 508 PIR, of the 82nd Airborne Division. A legend in his own time, he fought in North Africa, Sicily, Italy, and
France, and even aHer being seriously wounded in Normandy, insisted on playing a role in the Battle of the Bulge. Airborne Generals Gavin and
Ridgway recognized Alexander s superior battle skills and were more than happy to use him to plug holes in the ranks. His reputation excelled
among the rank and file, right down to the lowest private. He led from the front, pressing the attack while simultaneously looking out for his men. In
Sicily, Alexander s battalion landed 25 miles from its drop zone, into a network of Italian pillboxes, upon which the Colonel personally directed fire,
thence captured hundreds of prisoners. Dropped into the desperate inferno at Salerno, he refused to give ground against German counterattacks,
forming his paratroopers against enemy eGorts to push Allied forces back into the sea. At Normandy one seasoned lieutenant, John Red Dog Dolan,
505 PIR, called him the finest battalion commander I ever served under, aHer Alexander had led the 1/505 for 10 days through the bloody battle for
La Fire Bridge and Causeway. Alexander s passion and truest talent was leading men in the field, and he insisted on sharing their risks. On one
occasion in Normandy he and his runner (he went through several) were caught behind German lines and encountered a platoon of SS. Opening
fire, the Colonel killed or wounded several and brought the rest in as...
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