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**xxxx Excerpt from A Phil May Picture Book: Containing Many Hitherto Unpublished Studies and Original Drawings, and With Some Account of the
Man and the Artist For the distorted picture Of a singularly fine and deep nature-a - for the many picturesque touches that Phil May have
embellished the writings Of his biographers Interviewed, May s modesty and kindliness were alone in fault. He was for ever pestered by the
interviewer and the writer Of paragraphs, and to these, up to the last day of his strength, he never learned to say nay. Often when the interview
came Off it was a surprise to the interviewer. He found awaiting him a tall, boyish figure, with an Old-fashioned hatchet face, crowned by hair that
hung in a waterfall over a high forehead. From the large mouth, with the sharply protruding chin, a cigar was never absent, and the kindly grey
eyes were lighted by a pleasant smile Of welcome which no importunity could dissipate. But the interviewer found also that this somewhat sinister
youth - for May remained a youth always - With his quaint contradictions Of geniality and his odd likeness to Leo XlIl, had an inveterate habit Of
modesty and reticence, and could not, under any circumstances, be made to talk about himself. Ready to turn out portfolios and cabinets. Eager
enough to praise the work of a fellow-artist, he had no snippet personalities to divulge, although quick with a nod Of smiling affirmation to any
suggestion of personal history which might be fathered upon him. It followed that the interviewer, with his page or his column to fill, had to
supplement this meagre interview with a...
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