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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Cleopatra: An
Opera in Four Acts In the fourth act Cleopatra s slaves are assembled on the terrace before a great burial vault; Cleopatra, apart, is stretched on a
couch, feverishly awaiting news from the scene oi. Battle. Two dead slaves, bearers of ill tidings which cost them their lives, are lying at her feet.
Cleopatra has made preparations to kill herself should news arrive of Antony s final defeat; she has already had the report of her death spread
abroad, and to Spakos she had given orders to send slaves to Antony asking him to come to her; but Spakos (as later appears) has enjoined his
messengers to tell Antony that the queen was already dead. Here, in front of the vault, she calls Spakos, who says that he sent the slaves at her
bidding. After short parley with Charmian a slave comes with a basket of ?owers concealing the deadly asp; it is placed on the altar. Cleopatra,
replying to Charmian s plea to refrain from taking her own life, vehemently expresses her horror of Octavius and the fate that awaits her if once his
prisoner; Spakos interrupts with assurances of his undying devotion, but the queen is in no mood to hear him; he insists, calling his rival cowardly
and selfish, which only provokes an outburst from Cleopatra: | love him in defeat! In grief, | worship him! Infuriated, Spakos tells her that Antony,
thinking her really dead, will never return; in the terrible scene ensuing, the queen stabs Spakos to the heart; as he collapses, a slave breathlessly
announces Mark Antony; he is soon borne in by soldiers, in a dying condition, having stabbed himself when told...
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