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*****The Maryland Coastal Plain region is, at present, largely dependent upon ground water for its water supply. Decades of increasing pumpage
have caused ground-water levels in parts of the Maryland Coastal Plain to decline by as much as 2 feet per year in some areas of southern
Maryland. Continued declines at this rate could affect the long-term sustainability of ground-water resources in Maryland s heavily populated
Coastal Plain communities and the agricultural industry of the Eastern Shore. In response to a recommendation in 2004 by the Advisory Committee
on the Management and Protection of the State s Water Resources, the Maryland Geological Survey and the U.S. Geological Survey have developed
a science plan for a comprehensive assessment that will provide new scientific information and new data management and analysis tools for the
State to use in allocating ground water in the Coastal Plain. The comprehensive assessment has five goals aimed at improving the current
information and tools used to understand the resource potential of the aquifer system: (1) document the geologic and hydrologic characteristics of
the aquifer system in the Maryland Coastal Plain and appropriate areas of adjacent states; (2) conduct detailed studies of the regional ground-
water-flow system and water budget for the aquifer system; (3) improve documentation of patterns of water quality in all Coastal Plain aquifers,
including the distribution of saltwater; (4) enhance ground-water-level, streamflow, and water-quality-monitoring networks in the Maryland Coastal
Plain; and (5) develop science-based tools to facilitate sound management of the ground-water resources in the Maryland Coastal Plain. The
assessment, as designed, will be conducted in three phases and if fully implemented, is expected to take 7 to 8 years to complete. Phase...
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