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NAVAL POWER IN T HE C ONQUEST  OF MEXIC O (PAPERBAC K)    

University of Texas Press, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.In this account of the naval aspect of Hernando Cortes s invasion of the Aztec Empire, C. Harvey Gardiner has added another dimension to the
drama of Spanish conquest of the New World and to Cortes himself as a military strategist. The use of ships, in the climactic moment of the Spanish-
Aztec clash, which brought about the fall of Tenochtitlan and consequently of all of Mexico, though discussed briefly in former English-language
accounts of the struggle, had never before been detailed and brought into a perspective that reveals its true significance. Gardiner, on the basis of
previously unexploited sixteenth-century source materials, has written a historical revision that is as colorful as it is authoritative. Four centuries
before the term was coined, Cortes, in the key years of 1520-1521, used the technique of total war. He was able to do so victoriously primarily
because of his courage in taking a gamble and his brilliance in tactical planning, but these qualities might well have signified nothing without the
fortunate presence in his forces of a master shipwright, Martin Lopez. As the exciting story unrolls, Cortes, Lopez, and the many other participants in
the venture of creating and using a navy in the midst of the New World mountains and forests are seen as real personalities, not embalmed
historical stereotypes, and the indigenous defenders are revealed as complex human beings facing huge odds. Much of the tale is told in the actual
words of the protagonists; Gardiner has probed letters, court records, and other contemporary documents. He has also compared this naval feat of
the Spaniards with other maritime events from ancient times to the present. Naval Power in the Conquest of...
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