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invincible.And so now we turn to England. How long will this one last - two, three weeks? - Hermann Goering, June 1940 The first aircraft to appear
in the skies over the battlefields of World War | showed few signs of the dominant future of airplanes in warfare. Small, fragile, and slow, they
provided no hint of the sleek jet fighters that would one day slash across the skies of Earth faster than sound to unleash the lethal blast and fire of
sophisticated missiles, or the bombers able to level an entire city with one nuclear bomb. That said, they did not represent a complete novelty in
warfare either, at least not during the early months of World War I. At first, airplane improvements occurred in an ad hoc, almost accidental
manner during the war. However, when pilots mounting of armaments on airplanes proved a successful means of defeating other aircraft and even
attacking men on the ground, a much more active and systematic development of warplanes began across the continent. Each advance prompted
a countermeasure, as the two sides strove for primacy in a deadly, unforgiving environment which rewarded real advances in equipment and
tactics with survival and punished poor ideas with death. But before long, relatively powerful, heavily armed aircraft buzzed through the skies over
battle-stained Europe, tearing each other apart with furious gusts of machine gun fire and sending many of the vaunted dirigibles plunging,

burning, to the ground. The new era of fighting aircraft arrived in dramatic fashion, raising successful pilots to celebrity or heroic status, and laying
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