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seeing the world and our way of being in it. Groundbreaking, and profoundly optimistic, this is the only book to investigate how mysticism can
inspire cultural and political renewal. At heart, The Mystical State looks toward the future, toward what is possible on the other side of the diCicult
times that confront us, and how we can envision and encourage cultural emergence. In The Mystical State, Arthur Versluis delves into the origins of
modernity and what led to the crises of our time. But he also looks to the future, and in particular, to how spirituality can inform cultural and
political life in new and illuminating ways. Arthur Versluiss The Mystical State: Politics, Gnosis and Emergent Cultures, asks a question long overdue
in the study of mysticism: what are the political implications of direct mystical experience and thinking His analysis ranges freely over both ancient
and modern thought and experience. His focus on Western thought, ancient and modern, is a welcome respite from the tendency to focus on
Eastern meditation and philosophy among scholars of mysticism. His exploration of the marginalized is especially important. And by focusing on
the road not taken when Gnosticism was repudiated long ago, he dares to imagine what a new culture and state thats centered on the mystical
might look like: the end of gigantism, the re-framing of life and value, and a form of political authority centered in value. It is a courageous and
thought provoking book, and should open the door to a series of questions important in our struggling world. Robert K. C. Forman, author of
Mysticism, Mind, Consciousness and numerous other books on mysticism. Its...
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