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*xxxx Excerpt from Wellesley College, 1875-1975: A Century of Women This centennial history has a special authoritative quality because it has been
written by people who have had personal experience, in most instances extending over a period of many years, with the subjects they discuss here. It
also has significance for anyone interested in higher education and in the history of women because Wellesley College has pioneered and continues
to pioneer in providing opportunities for women. It is appropriate that Wellesley will celebrate the centennial of its opening in 1975. which has been
designated by the United Nations as the International Women s Year, and that the publication of this volume in March will coincide with the official
opening at Wellesley of the Center for the Study of Women in Higher Education and the Professions. Although Henry Fowle Durant s views about the
capabilities of women were regarded as radical and, indeed, revolutionary a century ago, our perspective enables us to appreciate even more fully
than his contemporaries could the full extent of his daring and of the problems which he confronted in making his vision a reality. He said. Women
can do the work. | give them the chance. If this statement were made today, it probably would still be considered newsworthy, but there are enough
well-qualified women scholars and administrators to enable a modern Mr. Durant to achieve the objective with relative case. In the 1870s there was
no such reservoir from which to draw. Of the first faculty, only one member, Latin Professor Frances E. Lord, had had experience in college teaching
- this at Vassar, which had opened in 1865 and was one of...
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