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the rest of the family were no better, being looked upon in their neighbourhood as a worthless set of ragged pg 162 beggars. John seems to have
been the one sound chick in the whole brood. He had a naturally clear head and honest heart, and succeeded in withstanding the bad example of
his family. When his brothers went out pilfering, he refused to accompany them, and hence they regarded him as sullen and obstinate. They ill-used
him, and he ran away. Fortunately he succeeded in getting into the service of a gentleman at Plymouth, who saw something promising in his
appearance. The boy conducted himself so well in the capacity of a servant, that he was allowed to learn reading, writing, and accounts; and he
proved so quick and intelligent, that his kind master eventually placed him in a situation where his talents could have better scope for exercise than
in his service, and he succeeded in thus laying the foundation of the young mans success in life. We are not informed of the steps by which Rudyerd
marked his way upward, until we find him called from his silkmercers shop to undertake the rebuilding of the Eddystone Lighthouse. But it is
probable that by this time he had become well known for his mechanical skill in design, if not in construction, as well as for his thoroughly practical
and reliable character as a man of business; and that for these reasons, amongst others, he was selected to conduct this difficult and responsible
undertaking. After the lapse of about three years from the destruction of Winstanleys fabric, the Brothers of the Trinity, in 1706, obtained an Act...
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