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**xxx Excerpt from English Study and English Writing Before we begin to use another text, let us answer the pertinent question, Why a new book on
the study and writing of English? Little is to be added to the theory of composition; for the simple rules of writing, since the times of Aristotle, have
been expounded by many generations of competent scholars. Still criticism persists. Those who teach, and some of those who receive instruction,
are often confronted by the charge that we do not secure the right results. Practical men, in office and counting house, assert that our schools and
colleges are failing to graduate either logical reasoners or ready writers. Nor can we hope to answer, or to refute, some of many criticisms before
we have studied all the problems seriously. Complaints seem to increase. Hence the growing number of school books that once again restate the
rules that were discovered by old rhetoricians. Are we not all trying to render a genuine service to the nation and to those individuals who come
under our influence? For a number of years the writer of this text has been trying to divest the study of English composition and literature of much
that ordinary pupils find either impractical or superfluous. The book you are to study contains the results of this effort. Nothing revolutionary is
claimed for it. One principle is stressed throughout: We acquire a good English style by observation and by practice. Our native literature is the
foundation on which we shall build. That the study of our finest English authors should be made a part of every curriculum the schools and colleges
have long realized....
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