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*****.The apostle Peter called Jesus the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4) But this same Peter also admonished earth-bound men, elders of the church, to
be shepherds to the body of Christ. Many Franchised (non-denominational) Body of Christ s maintain the notion that they are following the Word of
God. The unspoken (and sometimes spoken) charge is that there is no need to follow how the Holy Spirit leads, or what the Word of God says; but
only what is dictated on the order of service. If that is so, why then does God consider scattering He sheep as a very serious oFense according to
Jeremiah 23:1-4: Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture! says the Lord. Therefore, thus says the Lord God of Israel
against the shepherds who feed My people: You have scattered My flock, driven them away, and not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you
for the evil of your doings, says the Lord. But I will gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and bring them
back to their folds: and they shall be fruitful and increase. I will set up shepherds over them who will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be
dismayed, nor shall they be lacking, says the Lord. The same principle is expressed in Ezekiel 34:2-10: Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of
Israel, prophesy and say to them, Thus say the Lord God to the shepherds: Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the
shepherds feed the flocks? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool;...
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