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***x* Excerpt from The Capture and Destruction of Columbia, South Carolina: February 17, 1865; Personal Experiences and Recollections To Crocker
s lowa Brigade: One of lowa s boy soldiers from 1861 to 1865, and proud of it, and knowing the keen and patriotic interest always manifested by her
citizens in the exploits of her Boys in Blue, | beg to submit the following narrative of my personal experiences and recollections of the capture and
destruction of Columbia, S. C., February 17, 1865. This story of fact is the fulfillment of a promise made years ago to the Fifteenth lowa and Crocker s
brigade comrades. In recent years many of my comrades in lowa have repeatedly called my attention to accounts in the National Tribune, written
by the members of the Thirtieth lowa Infantry, relating to who was the first to enter and raise the Stars and Stripes in the city of Columbia, S. C.,
February 17, 1865. | was a member of the Fifteenth lowa Infantry, and at that time aide-de-camp on the staff of Brig. Gen. William W. Belknap,
commanding Crocker s lowa Brigade, Seventeenth Corps, and being the person who first suggested the undertaking of crossing the Congaree River
in front of the city, and urging the attempt be made, with others successfully accomplishing what we started out to do, namely, raise the first flag
over the statehouse of South Carolina, | have a right to speak authoritatively of the enterprise. For several years after the war closed we often heard
through the National Tribune accounts of how members of Colonel Stone s lowa Brigade, Fifteenth Corps, entered the city first and raised their
colorson...
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