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for Little Fingers: A Manual for Grade Teachers, Mothers and Settlement WorkersEvery task, however simple, Sets the soul that does it free. From
time immemorial man has worked with his hands, and his time and attention have been utilized in the production of things both useful and
ornamental. Necessity very often was the mother of invention, and the need for food, shelter, and clothing led to the gradual development of
industries, from the simple handwork to the elaborate products of the factory system of to-day. Whether, then, through necessity, or simply because
of joy in expression through the hands, the world is to-day a rich treasure-house stored with the wonderful products which man has created. The
instinct for production is not dead, but will last as long as man, for to create is a divine and God-given instinct. Froebel, in his study of the child,
realized that his natural activity could be utilized, and turned into channels which would lead to his gradual development, physical, moral, and
intellectual. He believed in the development of head, heart, and hand. For that purpose he introduced the gifts, occupations, songs, and plays, and
allowed the child to invent and create. Joy and happiness in work were the results. For some time kindergarten training was a precarious feature in
education, but now that this branch has been incorporated into the public-school systems and colleges, and finds a place even in university work, it
seems an assured fact that children are to receive some of their early training in the kindergarten. About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes
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