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Paper Read Before the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia, Thursday Evening, April 5, 1866 I have no doubt but that other
gentlemen present, as well as myself, noticed in the daily papers about two weeks since, the following paragraph: Ancient Cities Discovered. The
Department of State, has received dispatches from our Consul at Tabasco, Mexico, dated January 3, 1866, in which he communicated the discovery
of the ruins of two ancient cities, which have remained unknown since the days of the Conquest. The first, he says, from its topography and
situation, he is led to believe is one occupied by Cortez, at the time of his invasion of Tabasco, and is situated about fiKeen miles to the west of
Frontera, a town at the mouth of Tabasco or Grijalva river; the other is situated in the north-eastern portion of the State, nearly opposite the present
city of Laguna de los Terminos, and was known before the Conquest as Xicolanea. The traditions connected with it trace its origin to a period at
least two hundred years before the Christian era. Having a desire to learn more of these interesting archaeological remains for the purpose of
laying it before the Society, I addressed the Honorable Secretary of State, soliciting a copy of the original dispatch, and speedily received a very
complimentary letter in reply, enclosing the desired information. I now read it from the oMicial copy. Sir: I have to inform the Department, that in
my explorations in this State, I have discovered the ruins of...
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