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Prov. XX.3. - It is an honor for a man to cease from strife. The war has ceased. We thank God for peace. It was a bitter and bloody war. God grant we
may have a real and remedial peace. The philosophy of religious hates and family feuds might have prepared our human judgments to anticipate
all the horrors of civil conflict. But the half was not told us. I have no hyena-taste for disinterring the mangled four years which the quick hand of
time has gracefully urned or rudely earthed. Enough the conclusion, heroic or humiliating, as you will it, that the older the world grows, the harder
men fight. Conversely viewing it, shall we have the consolation, that principle is nobler, sacrifice more willing, virtue more adamantine, and
therefore that we are as certain to enjoy the verities of peace as we have certainly endured the realities of war. Arguing from the multitudinous
graves of Spottsylvania, shall we not derive at least the earnest of a heroic peace. God grant it. We can scarcely do less than accept the token. At all
events, we bless the Divine Disposer that to the midnight tempest has succeeded the noonday calm, and that peace has come in our day. But before
we go further, let us remember that peace, though it has sweets that Hybla never new, is yet not the chiefest of blessings. The church bells would
have summoned the Christians of our land to a Thanksgiving Service, even though dove-eyed peace was still an exile. There is...
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