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centuries, the term Enlightenment has been used by historiographers and historians to refer to a
period in history which was marked by great change in the way people thought about the essence
of life. It was coined by people who believed that they had finally found answers to life s problems
not in religion but in science. Many revolutions were born out of this age of reason, including the
French Revolution which today is generally used to mark the end of the Enlightenment era. Its ideals
of liberté, egalité and fraternité were carried through out Europe and even into the Americas. Yet,
whether these goals were achieved, especially in connection with gender and race, shall be further
discussed in this essay. At the outset of this paper will be a brief introduction to the Enlightenment
and its most important philosophes. In the following two chapters, this paper will take a closer
look...
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