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Wipf Stock Publishers, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Richard R Jr Caemmerer (illustrator). Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.An African Tree of Life demonstrates how mission involves not only a bringing-to a people, but a discovering-of those deep symbols in
human culture and God s creation that, in the light of the gospel, draw humanity to Christ. This book, in a scholarly yet intriguing way, explores the
stories and rituals of the Gbaya people of the Cameroon and the Central African Republic. These deep symbols are typically centered not in the
esoteric or exotic but in the familiar and everyday. Christensen focuses on the especial importance of the peace-bringing tree of life--the sore tree--
central to the lives and worship of the Gbaya. Gbaya Christians, says Christensen, oDer to North American Christians fresh and hope-filled images,
rich metaphors, new and yet familiar to us. Thus, An African Tree of Life is an important book not only for theologians, missiologists, and Africanists
but for all those concerned with issues of contextualization and seeking life-giving symbols in the quest to communicate the gospel message. Shows
how a single root metaphor--the sore tree--branches forth into elegant philosophies of salvation. By tracing the ramifications of this creative image
into daily aDairs, Christensen leads readers into an understanding of a life that is fully Christian and fully African. His meditations pose important
questions for theologians and historians of religion about the role that cultural diversity plays in Christian revelation and that cultural contact with
Christianity plays in revitalizing religious traditions. --Lawrence E. Sullivan, University of Chicago A valuable work of ethnography . . . [which]
engages in a detailed and anthropologically informed way with the complexities of Gbaya religious belief and conveys a clear picture of Gbaya
Christians interpretation of the Christian...
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