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in the Senate of the United States, February 2, 1864 The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, having under consideration the bill (S. No. 41) to
promote enlistments in the Army of the United States, and for other purposes - Mr. Sherman said: Mr. President, the bill now before the Senate
presents not only the question of the employment of negroes in the military service of the United States, but also the question of the emancipation of
the whole negro race in this country. The second section of the bill provides that all persons of African descent who have been or may hereafter be
employed in the military or naval service shall receive the same uniform, pay, arms, and equipments as other soldiers of the regular or volunteer
forces of the United States other than bounty. The third section provides that when any person of African descent, whose service or labor is claimed
in any State under the laws thereof, shall be mustered into the military or naval service of the United States, he, his mother, his wife, and children,
shall forever thereafter be free. It is manifest that if a slave is employed in the military service, the inevitable result of that employment is
emancipation. It would appear to be just, when a slave renders military service and exposes his life in a civil war like this, that it should inure to the
benefit of his wife, his mother, and his children. It is equally clear that if by the laws of war all...
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