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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: .of mixed fabrics, as it appears capable of being spun with wool, silk,
and other fibres. Silk Cocoons.--The culture and manufacture of silk, like many productions of nature and art, are difficult to trace from their origin.
All that we know concerning them is, that they have come to us. from the East in a state of comparative perfection. It seems to have been in Asia
that silk was first known, and was called Serica, from the name of the country in which its use was supposed to have been discovered. The Chinese
claim to have manufactured this delicate luxury as early ag 2,700 years before the Christian era, at which time their attention was first attracted to
the operations of the silk worm on wild mulberry trees. It was soon after found that they thrived much better in rooms than in the open air, and
produced cocoons of much larger size and superior quality. From that period the culture of silk rapidly increased, and subsequently became a
source of great wealth, and spread from China to India, Persia, and Arabia, where, down to the present time, it has continued to be abundantly
produced. The expedition of Alexander the Great into Persia and India, first brought silk to the knowledge of Europeans, about 350 years before
Christ. About the beginning of the sixth century, after the Roman Empire had been transferred to Constantinople, two monks arrived in the court of
the Emperor Justinian, from a mission...
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