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.training simulators or in-plant studies. Field research usually cannot progress beyond a limited
point without longitudinal studies. For this reason alone, cooperation with operating utilities is
essential. In addition, the economic incentives for training research are probably as great as, and
perhaps more readily demonstrated than, the safety incentives. Figures given in DOE EP-0096-1983
show very large economic gains from well-designed training schemes. Independent NRC research in
the closely related area of operator licensing examinations (testing) appears to be warranted and
appropriate; there should be strong interactions between the two programs. New Training
Approaches Rationale and Background Training currently focuses on whole-scope tasks with high
face validity--an entire emergency incident or an entire plant startup in an environment with high
physical fidelity using a full-scale plant-referenced simulator. Training on component tasks,
especially the most difficult or critical ones, is given less emphasis. Although the...
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