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*****The Argonautica (also Argonautika) is a Greek epic poem written by Apollonius Rhodius in the 3rd century BCE. The only surviving Hellenistic
epic, the Argonautica tells the myth of the voyage of Jason and the Argonauts to retrieve the Golden Fleece from the mythical land of Colchis.
Another, much less-known Argonautica, using the same body of myth, was composed by Valerius Flaccus during the time of Vespasian. The
Argonautica differs in some respects from traditional or Homeric Greek epic, though Apollonius used Homer as his principal model. The
Argonautica is much shorter than Homer s epics, with four books totaling less than 6,000 lines, while the Iliad runs to more than 15,000. Apollonius
may have been influenced here by Callimachus advocacy of brevity, or by Aristotle s demand for poems on a smaller scale than the old epics, and
answering in length to the group of tragedies presented at a single sitting (Poetics). Argonautica meets Aristotle s requirements; each of the
Argonautica s four books are around the same length as a tragedy. Tragedies were traditionally performed in groups of four, three tragedies and a
satyr play, whose total length was very nearly that of the Argonautica. Though critics have concentrated on Homeric echoes in Argonautica, direct
borrowings from tragedy, such as Euripides Medea, can be found. Apollonius epic also differs from the more traditional epic in its weaker, more
human protagonist Jason J.F. Carspecken noted his character traits, which are more characteristic of the genre of realism than epic, in that he was:

chosen leader because his superior declines the honour, subordinate to his comrades, except once, in every trial of strength, skill or courage, a
great...
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