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the State and spilling over into northeastern Wyoming are the Black Hills. This isolated mountainous island of granite, limestone, and meta morphic
rock thrust up through the western plains is a national geologic landmark treasured for its beauty and history. It is roughly 100 miles long and 60
miles wide and rises from the surrounding plains to an elevation of feet at the top of Harney Peak. The forests in the Black Hills and at higher
elevations west of the 103d meridian to the southeast and north of the Hills are typically western, consisting principally of ponderosa pine. About 90
percent of the forest land in South Dakota occurs west of the 103d meridian, and most of it is in the Black Hills. Three counties, Pennington,
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