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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 edition. Excerpt: . new sense, that it has laid open a new organ, is the highest
that can be said of any critical effort. It is interesting then to ask what kind of man it was who thus laid open a new organ Under what conditions
was that effected Johann Joachim Winckelmann was born at Stendal, in Brandenburg, in the year 1717. The child of a poor tradesman, he passed
through many struggles in early youth, the memory of which ever remained in him as a fitful cause of dejection. In 1763, in the full emancipation of
his spirit, looking over the beautiful Roman prospect, he writes, One gets spoiled here; but God owed me this; in my youth | suffered too much.
Destined to assert and interpret the charm of the Hellenic spirit, he served first a painful apprenticeship in the tarnished intellectual world of
Germany in the earlier half of the eighteenth century. Passing out of that into the happy fight of the antique he had a sense of exhilaration almost
physical. We find him as a child in the dusky precincts of a German school hungrily feeding on a few colourless books. The master of tbis school
grows blind; Winckelmann becomes his famulus. The old man would have had him study theology. Winckelmann, free of the master s library,
chooses rather to become familiar with the Greek classics. Herodotus and Homer win, with their vowelled Greek, his warmest cult. Whole nights of
fever...
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