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for I have always laboured to be true to nature and to fact even in my wildest flights of fancy. This reminds me of the remark made to myself once
by a lady in reference to this same Coral Island. There is one thing, Mr. Ballantyne, she said, which I really find it hard to believe. You make one of
your three boys dive into a clear pool, go to the bottom, and then, turning on his back, look up and wink and laugh at the other two. No, no, not
laugh said I, remonstratively. Well, then, you make him smile. Ah! that is true, but there is a vast diLerence between laughing and smiling under
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