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Levites were sent for from all parts, to give solemnity to the consecration. The priests and Levites
purified themselves and the people, the walls and the gates. The princes of Judah stood upon the
walls. Two choirs, with cymbals, psalteries, and harps, went round the walls, as far as the temple.
On the same day great sacrifices were offered, and the people rejoiced greatly, so that the joy of
Jerusalem was heard afar off. Nehemiah was compelled to return to court; but he revisited
Jerusalem after some years, ! and laboured earnestly to induce the people to put away their foreign
wives, as Ezra had done at an earlier period.; Their children spoke a mixed dialect, half Hebrew,
half the language of Ashdod, Ammon, or Moab. Malachi, the last of the prophets, enforced his
advice with the words of the Lord. Such support was...
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