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***** Almost no one seems to understand the Marxist-Leninist foundations of Hugo Chavez s political thought. It becomes evident, however, in the
general vision of his Bolivarian Revolution. The abbreviated concept is to destroy the old foreign-dominated (U.S. dominated) political and
economic systems in the Americas, to take power, and to create a socialist, nationalistic, and popular (direct) democracy in Venezuela that would
sooner or later extend throughout the Western Hemisphere. Despite the fact that the notion of the use of force (compulsion) is never completely
separated from the Leninist concept of destroying any bourgeois opposition, Chavez s revolutionary vision will not be achieved through a
conventional military war of maneuver and attrition, or a traditional insurgency. According to Lenin and Chavez, a new society will only be created
by a gradual, systematic, compulsory application of agitation and propaganda (i.e., agit-prop). That long-term effort is aimed at exporting
instability and generating public opinion in favor of a revolution and against the bourgeois system. Thus, the contemporary asymmetric
revolutionary warfare challenge is rooted in the concept that the North American (U.S.) Empire and its bourgeois political friends in Latin America
are not doing what is right for the people, and that the socialist Bolivarian philosophy and leadership will. In these terms, regime legitimacy is key to
the conflict, and it is public opinion that is the main target of the revolutionary effort. Chavez s vision comes at a time when, despite general
economic progress, there are deep flaws in the democratic political systems throughout the Western Hemisphere. Relative popular dissatisfaction
stems from deep-rooted socioeconomic inequalities; distrust; and lack of confidence in the police, national legislatures, and political parties. There
are...
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