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Facts for the People The existence of such a right can not be conceded, although claimed, and perhaps, honestly believed to exist, by those who
inaugurated the late rebellion. The admission, of such authority in a State, under our form of government, would involve all who sustained the
Federal Government in the late fearful struggle in the wicked position of lending their aid to coerce and crush down a whole people for asserting a
constitutional right. This would be pure despotism. Then, laying aside and keeping out of view, any question as to the provocations, or from what
section they came, which resulted in the adoption of those ordinances of secession, we must assume that the insurrectionary States by such
enactments, were in the wrong; and the Federal government in the right, in disregarding the same. It surely follows that if the Southern people were
legally wrong, in their efforts, these ordinances were mere nullifies, and in law said States were still members of the Union, although in fact the
exercise of their rights, as such members were for the time being interrupted by force of arms. When the military power thus interposed was broken
down by the forces of the United States, the States and the people were left to resume their practical relations in the Union - relations that had been
thus interrupted by military array. It would seem to follow as a logical result, based upon the assumption that we were right - that the Confederate
government was a usurpation, and their military array a crime. This usurpation and crime having been overcome, the Constitution, by virtue of its
inherent powers, was reestablished over the whole...
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