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**xxx Excerpt from Rising Scourge of Methamphetamine in America: Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Crime of the Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives, One Hundred Fourth Congress, First Session, October 26, 1995 The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:38 a.m., in
room 2237, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Bill McCollum (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. Present: Representatives Bill McCollum,
Stephen E. Buyer, Howard Coble, Fred Heineman, Ed Bryant of Tennessee, Steve Chabot, Charles E. Schumer, Robert C. Scott, Zoe Lofgren, and
Sheila Jackson Lee. Also present: Paul J. McNulty, chief counsel; Glenn R. Schmitt, counsel; Daniel J. Bryant, assistant counsel, Aerin D. Dunkle,
research assistant; Audray Clement, secretary; and Tom Diaz, minority counsel. Opening Statement Of Chairman McCollum Mr. McCollum. This
hearing of the Subcommittee on Crime is called to order. This morning s hearing focuses on a rapidly growing threat to our Nation,
methamphetamine. Better known as speed, crank, or crystal, methamphetamine is no longer confined to California and the Southwest.
Methamphetamine production, trafficking, and distribution is on the rise, and spreading east, devastating some communities much like cocaine did
in the 1980 s. Emergency room methamphetamine episodes in major metropolitan areas increased 164 percent from 1992 to 1994. Deaths involving
methamphetamine in Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Francisco increased 130 percent from 1991 to 1994, and increased nationally by 144 percent.
In Phoenix, AZ, methamphetamine-related deaths increased from 11 in 1991 to 122 in 1994. Phoenix law enforcement authorities now report
spending 60 percent of their time working on cases involving methamphetamine. In my own State of Florida, there have been seizures of clandestine
methamphetamine labs as recently as this month, including the...
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