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loomed large because they were in the foreground. The juvenilia of great poets are almost always tinged with the intermediary in?uence of the
poetae minimi of the day who echo their masters with facile prettiness. So Keats, in his early work, took some of his Spenser with sugar and water
from Hunt. By 1627 the names of Giles and Phineas Fletcher must have been prominent at Milton s own university, Cambridge, where he was a
novitiate in poetry for seven years. The Fletchers seized upon subjects which were in the air. In an age of religious poetry they wrote quaintly and
oGen beautifully, in ingenious and eccentric allegory, of the life of Christ and of the soul of man. They borrowed reverently, but with na ive freedom,
from the riches of The Faerie Queene, which they ransacked from end to end for allegorical figures, memorable lines, sometimes nearly whole
stanzas. Over all they embroidered the curious, stiH conceits that were everywhere high in favor. They were enthusiastic imitators of the Spenserian
stanza. As Spenser had given new music to the eight-line stanza by the addition of a final alex andrine, so the Fletchers experimented by adding the
long line to the rhyme-royal, the ottava rima, and many other current from Spenser. I do not wish to defend them individually but to make a brief
specimen list for the sake of general impressions. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
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