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The questions of identity and existence are both indisputably major themes in John Barth s The End of the Road. This can be seen considering
merely the first statement by the protagonist, Jake Horner: In a sense, I am Jacob Horner (Barth, 255). Many critics have picked up on this phrase
and refer it to Horner s indecisiveness, as does David Morrell: In a sense, too, he is not Jacob Horner: he is anyone he wants to be (Morrell, 18). Surely,
Horner is inconsistent and cannot seem to make rational decisions, but what is more is that his inconsistency does not restrict itself to not knowing
what body position to choose when facing the Doctor. It is even more important what Jake Horner s position reflects, namely the role he assumes
when facing the Doctor: to sit sideways, of course, would be unthinkable, and spreading your knees in the manner of the Doctor makes you acutely
conscious of aping his position, as if you hadn t a personality of your own (Barth, 256). In this passage, Horner is anxious to pick the right position,
hence adopting a suitable reflection of the Jacob Horner he wants to portray at that point. He is therefore pondering what mask to put on, or what
role to play that would suit him best. The notion of awareness is of great importance in this context, since this paper will attempt to fathom how
appearance is linked to identity and therefore to existence. The main argument this paper will make...
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