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National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Office of Inspector General, Office of Audits, 2008 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)632208542 Subject:
Congresses and conventions -- United States -- Costs -- Auditing. Excerpt: . . . R ESULTS In addition, according to the GRC-634 instructions, the
planner is to estimate conference services costs and provide examples of such costs as meeting room audiovisual equipment, light refreshments,
and printing. However, the approval form for this conference did not list any specific items and costs for audiovisual equipment or food and
beverages; it only states No minimums required, rates are negotiable - meets minimum requirements. NASA reported that the actual amount spent
on audio visual and food and beverage costs was approximately 21, 375 with an additional 59, 840 spent on contractor support, facilities, and other
miscellaneous items services. M and IE Issues. The light refreshment costs for this conference totaled about 19, 500. Items provided included non-
alcoholic beverages, fruit, bagels, and cookies. The cost for these items for the 3 days of the conference equaled about 47 per day per person, which
by itself is 96 percent of the 49 daily meals and incidental expense 3 ( M and IE ) rate. The conference planner did not include any information
regarding light refreshments in the records of costs for any of the three alternative locations considered; therefore, we were unable to determine if
the actual costs were reasonable. While these costs were not inappropriate, based on existing conference guidance, they do represent 96 percent of
the total daily M and IE for the conference. Hotel Booking Fees. NASA also paid an 11, 137 fee to a contractor for reserving 125 hotel rooms. The
contractors firm fixed price...
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