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is probable that all through those early years Ambrose s father had been charming his son s heart, drawing him forth from the gehenna-valley of
this life into which he had fallen, as one draws forth a beast that has fallen into some deep and dreadful place. Various are the methods
recommended. There is the way of what is called moral teaching, the way of physiology and the way of a masterly silence; but Mr. Meyrick s was the
strange way of incantation. He had, in a certain manner, drawn the boy aside from that evil traffic of the valley, from the stench of the turmoil,
from the blows and the black lechery, from the ugly fight in the poisonous smoke, from all the amazing and hideous folly that practical men call
life, and had set him in that endless procession that forever and forever sings its litanies in the mountains, going from height to height on its great
quest. Ambrose s soul had been caught in the sweet thickets of the woods; it had been bathed in the pure water of blessed fountains; it had knelt
before the altars of the old saints, till all the earth was become a sanctuary, all life was a rite and ceremony, the end of which was the attainment of
the mystic sanctity -- the achieving of the Graal. For this -- for what else? -- were all things made. It was this that the little bird sang of in the bush,
piping a few feeble, plaintive notes of dusky evenings, as if his tiny heart were sad that it could utter nothing better than such sorry praises. This also
celebrated the awe of...
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